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® John Johnson, whose home was at lhrnu Bottom, }

matured in Nicholas. He qt..rtod on foot to luchoh‘h, ‘

thr Black Mountains. He was loat for nine Ml. 'lnl.t !:l.

There he was given food ;rad\nlly miﬂ h.

‘l-

to a house.
meal. He made the trip to Nicholal, brough‘l blc 'tllt l

plunted one of the first crops grown i.n Pomtu?
; £

By the early part of tho century corn could be ri :
(. arg ey q_p S ~__ :i:‘. :
and since the people proferrod corn meal to hod.ny ‘_ rist

mills were built. : g - o _SCELS '__\;

|

built by the Cackleys. The ltzucr mill being built by_. 8
who also promoted other indultri;- such as a tannery, a
store. This was around 1830, : The upper mill was b.,f
in 1834 but was later lola to Sampson ll;ttheu. T
The Foage Nill on Kﬁappl Cfook. Thh mill.'l.ra_l-h_

of the 18th century by James Poage. When he nigntd‘ uc
it to Peter Lightnor.‘ Lighine;' improved it and for
wide circle of customers. The Henry Harper mill suce
burrs used by this mill are on Cumnings brnk. having |
Frice WcComb, They are believed to be lm the '

nillstones wore made by Adam Sharatt near ll'i.d' ﬂ
h _.1. 11"'\

Eharratt alec had & =41l on Greenbrier Ilﬂ‘l‘;y "'
Mileyle mill, eight =iles from Hunty ovd

h“ﬂrmlhy me of the “Ullh' h-—n ..

Coustys sariiont m m 11 wes

| Blere Shrveghont 14e years 3

i stants s auiny __"I""
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The Michael Daugherty

Id
lieved to be the first tubd =ill, prcpol by
It was pntron:lsod by all loct:lm o:l %

jon of being one of the bu't of its M*
put on runs that I!ade-l’.ufﬂ. ‘(’

For such mills & long hon.w log n&_

used for trunking to carry the water to the 'h.d'. m.s_

I

nutnt and bes i
not grind sq much but their product was thO S g ¥ A r A

able. Michael Daugherty was one of thé ﬁrut °t th‘ “m*“i}l-
on Krmpps Creek. He was not Oﬂly able to pay hh e 7”-“‘. *‘
but to hirc the services of thoao who sold thmolvu. as mﬂi A
vants for a certaim peribd of time. '.: o,

whole region.
and had the reputat
times these tub mills were

during the rainy season.

Swago Mill operated Dy Jonathan l.lchoill. He was tho tl
Thomas McNeill who came to Swago around 1769 and nppom te vkﬁ:‘-—
an interprising peraon. Milling, weaving, fulling cloﬂl

meking was carried on under his auperviaion. CDnrlttl‘ we
were still in use fifty years ér more after thpy 'or:ojqu'-.__ :
is now held by Judge George McClintic, though of courig 11'.

use.

- - 0

-0'-.

There were many other grist mills., David Jemes one of ﬁ%
to live on Droop Mountain hed a mill. Jemes Wanless a 100&{
operated two grist mills, Henry clark had a mill on s:r

I haven't been able to get any nuthontic hfomtion about

Mills have been placed on tlnott every tt
& small wheel if only during the



f o * |
The imrn or si&:;o- for many of thng d.n.o m made from sa

P T, + !

-

stone found in this county in such l"“t q‘:én:tify ‘d%.t m s

MeS8.  Calvin Price has a pair of thcu -111 stontl -mlo lﬂ'l m

century ago by John Hennah of Elk, for th. -111 that was u the ' |
“ Place on the Big Spring Fork of Elk R. They were given to ur. Pric X2

by the late Samuel Varner when he sold his fm ‘l‘hoy are ém 30

replaced with imported stones. French burre appnr tc han been th. ':.
sired onee in the mor-e permanent mills that did cultu grlndin‘-,‘
early settler was a resourceful man and if he could not glii:t.h.'

.ones he made tham from material at l’mnd. ‘ g v, . 1"". |

L]

About the Varner Hill the story goes that John Hannah buﬂ,t he

outfit complete in one day except the "jigging thing . That

o

have been the bark or board attached to the bottom, atntiow ;

J‘_‘

down which spouted the meal. These mills served well thellt d

occasional one can be found still standing, though not 1:: use.

"

these mills were repsired and used by the moonahiners during t_

- L

prohibition.)

Aside from these griat mills thero were also powder nilh

3"
meny of the mill runs of the county. The original name of ﬁ

Lanty Mcleel's place between Hillsboro and Beard, Iu Powlo;

site of the power mill was Junt a bove iher. the oonnty

powder maker was u man by the name of l'hlmlh HQ ’!"'T
ive line of sales talk. He
of it, and would ge1) it, but tm.
product, in fact he 444 not -

N4 mp

..M-‘ . »




reply would be that it was too quick. & qﬂﬁ : ur'ct' - 2
the one nost desired for tho old tﬂ* of mhil rgﬁ: :
Thomes VcHeill, the Swago pimur. maintained mﬂm

.
bn!‘
pouder plent on Swago Creek, near the residence of sqﬂro m ;
WY

his salt petre from the rich soil to be found in the n-atm cav

this region, particularly the cave on the Ilcclintic ludn not fl“l‘: S

the reaidenco of Lee Overholt. The proper a-oulltl of mﬂ“t ‘it _

were compounded together and th. paste had 1& M

Thomas McNeill h-d a ‘mill to ‘do thi
e 50

4 to grind the mass mf: Y

¥

chqrcoal and what not

mixed like the lady beatis a cake:

stirring and beating by water power, &n

after it was dry. One day he had a big stirring of powder on a ﬁ

and went home to dinner. Something went wrong: somehow & llﬂl'-.k "_ " Il

o
=

I

generated, and the whole thing, mill and all, blew up. .

Information: History of Pocshontas Com,
and from old copies of the Focahontas Times
August 13, 1931. »3

The first business of any kind eatabliahokat Ihrlinl"‘-
(Marlinton) was a combined sew 'mill and carding mill blﬂ.lt
Price before the Civil War. It was located on the slough nl
leading to Campbelltown, just oppoaite the home of A. C. Pif
run from water from Stony Creek. An effort to augment thil__:__

water from Greenbrier River from an inteke just below the +

e lurge family,
From the roulmtu
i A fow fazilies, such as J
hundreds of pounds of -p‘u
L pulverised and becass .-'-
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Subjectopmerce £ Toduetrye ... ROLELAL....
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Sourcckrs Me Turn€ér & lMaggle Ruckmalte Filed

e rpOin‘t. e Ve T ran
Irs A.W M¥ciheill & Georgie I-O'U.dermilk Buckey'G.W.Va..
’ C.W Price€ and Carey Devis larlinton. \
{ A part from R.W Brovms history of Gre€nbank Dietri

-8 L




o o - ‘E
- And Industry.Scouel G S=ith £1llsSore.%.Ta.Pocshontas County.

Seunty went through with many hard-

- -
The pionéere sf Foczhonta®

ghting the Indiene and esteblishing and msintaining RASie IO TERL W v

the Gntir( f‘?mil}' rhicb e L‘r" mlly mdﬂ of ml I‘hiﬂ was ﬁ“ d'.‘

times by the wife weshed,cardeéd and spun By neér into varisus kinds of oloth-

ing which wae used by her femily the socks and other clothing were made ot
wool s;:aun on the old Spinning Wheel which vas generplly used in the winter
‘._._-___.---—-

monthe.Prom this wool socks,eweaters,blankets and other clothing and bedding

was made almost entirely by hand end it wae about this time that the loom

1t of the €ighteenth century. -".- -
During the eighteenth ceéntury and in the first part of .'}'_

th Focahontas County had meny looms and mn.ny__\_v_gay_gxw nost of

— e

. #“c were tought to spin and weave at en carly age.

hAmong eom€ of the yeavers brous ' tion of
rought to t}ze attention of

"‘ .. -

g Yancy ratto f ¥il _ = _
e 7 Fetton of Villpoint who wove on a loow in the mi
W

¢(nik cfntury shc being a fancy weaver makiné l;ms.t],? ta
pi:t‘» reat of vhich are held 'by the 'ﬁ'ﬂ-lhﬁ.ﬁﬂ.- ﬂi&' .

| phbesh Ruckzan ¥¢ AT of vallaoe Ruckims
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-
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mseEr
o ce g 1-'1:1.:3*1-} Sezuel 3 S=ith Eililgdboro.V.Ta.Poczhontes SO

yen finigh
B icheq it w28 put into a sait of clothés for her hustend.She slso

wove J92 ather P€Ccple nezely vedspreads end counterpins and carpet her loom
wes bought from the late yrs.leasc McHeel of Millpoint in IS97 and she wove
on it until 1912 just before her deathe.

‘illiam E Cabbert was born in Greenbrier County ISL0 the son of Stewa-

|

| the loom,when he was about 30 years of age they moved to Millpoint and located

| over the millrace in what was known as the loom house here he wove Coverlets,
;f
' counterpanes,table linen,girthen carpet,jcans end lincy somé of which his

| deughter Mary Turner is the proud ovnér som€ of the wool used by him was car-

d€d on the€ old Wellington T Hogsett carding machine at the lower mill at Nill-

continued to weave and did so up until his death in 1920.Eis =
“endr of wany people of Poczhontas County as he often went £
FLfTe-ev(r they had a loom hig last loom wes bought from Iuﬁ w
Jerey end now in the handg of ¥re.Turner.

Another weaver of mntion was Lydia Deverage

agm ¢ of neer Fuckeye on pry Creek,her £1ret 2

4
T~

- 'L* i -'7_'



WmCTeC & Industry.Semuel ¢ smith Hillsboro.W.Ve.Pocehonts County.

SEveTage made her a loom with which she wove for many ptople zs eghe wove

CO“‘rlﬁtB,blankcts,cnrpet ,and lincn towels,eh€ wove until about 1920 .

: the dau-
Hannah_Cloonan wife of Timothy C3donen was boim 1813 wae

to weave at an
ghter of George Kee who came from Ireland,she€ wes taught

fact wove
early ag€ as she wove 21l the bEd clothing,theéir dresse€s end in 1a

he wove for other people
21l the cloth that went to make€ their clothing,s

- 5 el cts a yard
carpet IOcts a yard,lincy 10cts and flann ?5

e — s

T A e

e ——

Jonathan KcNeill was a W

caver and Gy€r he€é wove et vwhat is the ent-

dyes as did the rest of the

—ence to VeClintic farms today,h€ made his own

-

old weavers.

e living today are€ able to weave but one€ exception

Very few peopl

e Georcie Laudermilk of néar Bucke€ye€ vho learned to weaveé wheén a young

-

bers most of theé dre—
c4rl tut hes not wove for several years but shé Teémém Rt =5" -
R 2o

f+g ve they were celled the following are some¢ of them anq: M
¥

{¢4 124 wove by them Virginie Fancy.by yrs.Newton D.n"-f
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Tersburg 2tauty Ly Kre J A Loore€.I92I.Alberna

i
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c~e311 1246, The Goldaen hecls & Diemonds.The Leaf & SQU

s

7. Teer Ledle. The Blazing Ster.Royal Beauty




Faac rot & Induetry,.sa;

mat
€l G Smith Eilletoro.v.ve.Pocahontee County.

e0)I9I4).The Ginny =

' W Hen by Nuncy Roskes.The ow Znot.The Globe.The Seat To-
&+ by Jane¢ LoNeil)l,

ek DY The True Lovers Enot ceme to thie county in IZ24 from lost

- o ) ..-.. - 't. -
tek 8.A11 of thege pattermns were wove by our plone€tr weavers and today g

(P4

these drafts are cherigheg by ¥re A.7 YeNeill of Buckeye as heér mother Lydia

drafte ycars ago as w€ll as the on¢s that made

-

Severeg€ wove from thege same
the patiems and vhos€ names are attached.
The following were weavers Georgi€ Loudermilk,Jane Adkiaon.hﬁie
anah,Susan Rogere,Flizabeth yoNeill,lary McNeill,Jane Kinnison,Catherine

Trancis Cundifr,ifildred Kee€,Flizabéth Buckléy,and Malissa Fl€ming

~

ong,

the Swago Community.Nency Syme,Ang€line Gaylor end Catherine Under-

S€aver Creck.and many others .

b
O
L2

w

Carey pds of Marlinton who has veéry poor €yésight learned the

whil€ at school this was about I9II h€ wove€ carp€t,rugs and

s mar on o & g A
avain B Kol
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Jommerce & I'\ As
- “Custry s.
“ruel
g :1‘__ 2 e
 nd chaire,hig e = milllebors .t Va.
‘L8 ang Bpinning e 1e
Tac€te » -
<0und ready sale 211 over

L1

Focahon4se Co.

wheEe
- 1ex Played a very izportant part in the

developzint of Focahontee Count
-

7,28 this was their sole wey of getting cloth-

',.‘- E..d QEQdAKI E, ti € E vas b x“" f s v o € m{ulcy uas v 1
17N I 5 B - 1' o € 2
~aag g v 3&0: B EJ'.Q.

fore it fell v i -
UPon the shoulders of the mothere and daughte¢re to supply these

€ssential articles for the entire family .Some of thege articleés are cherieh-
€d "*:I'S; déarly by the people of this county ,not only are they keepsakes of
nigh valu€ but you can se€¢ the quality of the product made in th€ many homes

’ by hand by the€ wives of our forefathers that blazed the way that we today mig-
ht have a2 mor€ abundant IXX life,

We might heve looms in operetion today but factory weaving 18 much

fzster,production larger as it would be almost impossiblé to supply the slothe

-af
o

ing neede of today by the wheel end the loom,nevertheéleéss w€ have here in Poca

_4k

hontee County todey some féew people using the spinning whe€l and ﬂ'ﬂ“

e loom in operation,but the latter used in making carpet more th

ruetion—----Urs lMary Turnér & lMaggi€ Ruckman Eéillpoint.w.?a.."'

o
-

O

“€.he Leli€illy Georgle Loudermilk Buckeye.w.Va.
C.w Fricet & Cer€y Imvis Marlinton.%.Va.

zrowne Hietory of Greenbank District.( a part)



